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DECODE  OF  CODED  CABLE  WJMBER  547  GATED  APRIL  29,  1956  AT 
HAVANA,  CUBA,  RECEIVED  VIA  THE  STATE  DEPARTMENT. 

&  f0ol>i~i'c?i  rnoli'-e*  s 

CARCASE.  REMYLET  APRIL  23  LAST.  OPPOSITION  FORCES  TODAY 
ATTACKED  GU8AN  ARMY  FORT  AT  MATANZAS,  CUBA.  ATTACK  REFUSED 
HflTH  TOTAL  OF  13  DEAD. 
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/  ]Xf .  the  intelligence  'detained oLn;  -th©*‘ above  message  is  to  be  4lsse^|natea-:  .  _ 
i.  outside'-yhe  Bissau,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably' paraphrased^^.  ;r  ^- 
j.  ..  order protest ■  the  ^uaTeeur,'SjO?yptQgraphic  systems.  .■ .  .'.:  v  v^A'  •' • 


Director,,  FBI  (109*430) 

Logat,  Havana  (109-32) 

CARLOS  PRIG  SOCARRAS,  ET  AL 
FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTES  -  CIBA 
•  NEUTRAUT7  MATTES*  REGISTRATION  ACT 


April  23,  1956 


Re  my  cable  4/3/56,  advising  ©f  arrest  ef  group  ©£  Cuban  ArEy  officers 
wh©  -were  accused  ef  cemspiring  to  overthrow  the  BATISTA  Government.  The 
purpose  ®f  this  letter  is  t©  f urni sh  the  Bureau  a~~sumraary  ®£* additional 
developments  te  date  and  background  for  use  in  the  event  the  situation 
develops  t©  the  point  that  it  is  necessary  te  further  cemunicate  with  the 
Bureau  by  cable.  —V  ,  .  • 

As  set  farth  in  reference  cable,  the  group  of  officers  arrested,  en 
April  2,  1956,  was  headed  by  Celenel  RAMON  EARQUIN  LOPEZ,  who  at  the  time 
of  his  arrest,  was  the  Cuban  Military  Attache  in  Washington.  In  addition 
t®  Celenel  BARQUIN,  the.  fell  swing  officers  were  arrested  and  tried; 

.  V  Lieutenant  Celenel  MANUEL  VARELA  CASTRO,  Comraander  ©f  a  * . 
tank  regiment.  ••  ’■  - 

Major  JOSE  ORIBECLA,  i  prof esser  at  the  Officers*  School . 

Major  FI®IQBE  BORBCNET,  C@nuiaader  ®f  a  parachute  unit. 

Major  ENRIQUE  RIGS  MOREJON 

.  Captain  E^IESTO  DESPAIGNE  . '  v  '•  •• 

Captain  HUGO  VAZQUEZ  ,  •  .  ' 

Captain  RAUL  TRAVIESO  PLA  P 

Lieutenant  RENE  TRAVIESO  PIA  p/vra 

Lieutenant  MANUEL  A.  VILLAFANA  r  l  / 

Lieutenant  RMNAH)0  PEREZ  FIGUERES  .  - 

Lieutenant  JOSE  R.  FLANAS  BE  LA  TORRE  : 

•  Lieutenant  J05ER.FERNAHEEZ  ALVAREZ 

The  above  13  men  were  tried  by  summary  court  martial  an  April  9*  1956. 
All  were,  convicted  and  Colonel  EARQUIN  and  the  first  six  men.  mentiened  above 
were  sentenced  t®  terms  ®f  six  years  each  on  charges  ©f  conspiring  to  ©verthrow 
the  Government.  Ihe  remaining  six  man  received  sentences  •£  four  years  and 
.tar®  months.  .  -  ■  ", 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  number  ©f  ether  officers  and  soldiers 
were  arrested  but  released  f®r  lack  ©f  evidence.  On  -April  16,  1956#  JOBE 
RABEL  NUNEZ,  a  lsng-ti®e  friend  and  contact  of  tills  office,  advised  that  ' 
while  a  lieutenant  in  the  Cuban  Army  he  had  been  involved  in  the  conspiracy*. 

He  said  that  it  had  bean  planned  that  a  group  ef  career  officers*  headed 
by  Colonel' BARQUIN,  would  take  aver  the  Array,  seise  President  BATISTA  sad 
his  family,  and  certain  high-ranking  officers  of  the  Cuban  Axmy  and  fly 
them  t®.  either  Mexico  or  the  United  States.  He  said  that  thereafter  It  was 
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Letter  ts  the  ^irectar 


planned  to  bald  elections  immediately  with  the  person  elected  President  taking 
office  ©n  Ocfcsber  10,  1956.  RABEL  said  the  e®nspirficy  was  scheduled  t©  he 
carried  eut  at  3  a.m.,  on  April  5,  1956.  He  said  that  the  conspiracy  was 
discovered  due  to  the  fact  that  Ma jer  RIGS  HOREJON,  stationed  at  the  Cabana 
F@rtress  in  Havana,  approached  a  young  lieutenant  to  jeift  them  in  the 
conspiracy  and  the  latter  immediately  reported  the  matter  t©  his  superiors 
with  the  result  that  RIOS  MORE J OH  was  arrested  ®n  April  2,  1956,  arid  under 
questioning- disclosed  the  plat  and  involved  the  ethers. 

RABEL  said  that  he,  himself,  was  arrested  and  held  incommunicado  -  ■ 
for  about  two  days,  but  that  he  refused  t©  talk  and  due  t®  lack  of  evidence 
against  him  he  was  released.  He  said  he  thereafter  resigned  frean  the  Artsy 
of  his  ®wn  volition.  .  . 

RAB1L  indicated  the  above;  conspiracy  was  strictly  limited  t® 
persons  within  the  Cuban  Army.  He  said  there  are  a  number  ©f  undetected 
csnspiraters  st  ill  in  the  Array and  that  s  further  movement  can  be  expected 
in  the  net  too  distant  future i  with  the  difference  being  that  civil  elements 
will  be  involved  in  , the1  next  e® vemsat .  He  also  indicated  that  the  next 
movement  will  net  be  a  peaceful  one  and  in  all  probability  efforts  will  be 
made  t©  assassinate.  3^esid<fe»t  BATISTA  and  ether  high  figures  in  tha  Cuban 
Gsverncfflnt.  .  i--;— r— , ,  ' 


BATISTA  has  always  considered  the  Cuban  Array  as  completely  loyal 
t  s  Mm  since  he -has  done  s©  much  for  the  Ai^y,  .It  would  appeaur  that  the  fact 
that  a  group  ©f  profess  isnal  officers  would  attempt  a  conspiracy  to  overthrow 
him  has  been  something'  of  a  psych©l®gieal  blew  t®  piTISTA .  On  April  12,  1956, 

HARRY  pirez  FEMANBl&j,  a  contact  of  this  office  and  close  associate  of  ®c- 
•  President  Rm  ON  GRAU  SAN  MARTIN,  advised  that  on  April  10,  1956,  he  had  had 
a  -eott^aaU^-ir&h^e'lli^stev  ®f  '  Conmunicat  ions ,.  SAM  ON  VASCONGELOS,:  who 
naturally  was  closely  associated  with  the  BATISTA  Government.  VASCGNjCfeCOS 
indicated  t®  him  that  immediately  after  the  disc  ©veiy  of  Uie  esnapid^aey  he, 
had  been  With  BATISTA  and  the  latter  had  appeared  most  downhearted  and' had 
inferred  that  he  wag  in  a  msod  t©  give  up  the  ^®ve?mment. 

On  April  14,  1956,  BATISTA  gave  an  haprovisod  speecdat  Gamp  Columbia 
in  Havana  in  which  he  rather  obviously  tried  %*e "BuHd'up  theTleyaT^"  of'  tEe 
Cuban  armed  feroe3  and  indicated  that  the  conspiracy  ©f  the  off  leers  was  a 
minor  thing. ,  , 

:v  ;o;s. 4  v- V  V-,  /6  /  t> 


./  Qi  Thursday,  April  19,  1956,  there  began  a  series  ef  Incidences  in 
the  town  ©f  Santiago  de  Cuba  invalving  student  demenstratiens  and  t err eristic 
acts.  In  the  first  student  demonstration  soldiers  fired  against  the  cr«wd 
injuring  tw®  students.  On  the  night  ©f  April.  19,  1956,  there  were  £®ur. 
iselated  cases  inf  Santiago  in.  which  either  soldiers  ©r  policemen jwere  fired 
on  from  passing  autemebiles.  .  ,  One  pelic®  cerperal  and  sne  e®rperai  «f  the 
Arajy  were  killed.  . . '.yy^yyyy  .  ’•  •:  , 'v''  ••  V  •.  '•  .V.’ *' 

‘  There were  s®ms  Student  disturbances  at  the  diversity  ©f  Mvana 
©n  April  20,  1956,  and  on  April  21,  1956,  a  group  ef  . the  Cuban.  National 
Police,  headed  by  the  Chief  ©f  Police,  Brig. ! General  RAFAIL  SAL13  CANIZARES, 
invaded  the  University  grounds  and,  searched  all  the  buildings  there*  This, 
has' caused  c©nsiderable  tension  due  t®  the  fact  that  under  the  Cuban 
Censtitutian  the  University  of  Havana  is  autonomous  and  pelice  are  net 
permitted  within  the  grounds . 

’-'y'  -uy:'-  On  April  23j.,1956,::the  Army  Attache  here  re  parted  inf  ®f  mat  i©n 
received  from  a  former  Cuban  Arny  Officer,  described  as  usually  completely  . 
reliable,  to  the  effect  that  the  assassinat  i©n  ®f  President  BATISTA  had 
been  scheduled  for  April  20,‘. 195 6,  but  not  carried  ®ut  due  to  laek  ©f 
opportunity,  This  source,  said  that  the  death  ©f  BATISTA  will  be  a  signal 
for  a  general  revolt  led  by  men  whs  were  former  officers  of  the  Army 
during  the  FRIO  regime*;-; . 

BATISTA  is  scheduled  t©  serve  as  President  ©f  Cuba  until  February  24, 
1959.  It  ^appears  teri^r^y^wyehsus  of  ©pinion  that  he  may  n»t  serve  out 
this  term  and  that  ®ne  - of  .  the  three  possibilities  can  occur  within  the 
relatively  near  future.  •'  v':  ■  > 

1,,  MTISfA  will  be  assassinated  and  .this; will  lead  to  a  general 
state  of  ^ar^^^WS^tiawriBf'CBBa.T^^ "  ^  •  -  • 

2.  BATISTA  might  step  down  as  President  in  .wM.ch  case-  there  .wotild 
probably  be  a  "general  state  ®f  cenfusion  and  ^©hiriderabie  effort  sn  the  part 
®f  many  to  take  over  as  President* 

;  .  3.  The  m®st  logical  solution  and  the  sne  which  wyuld  probably 

benefit  the  mes.t.fer  Cuban  would  be  for  BATISTA  to  announce  general  elections 
in  the  near  future,  insure  that  such  elections  were  completely  h©nest,  and 
deliver  the  Government  t  ©>  the  person  elected  by  this  means.  . 


Letter1- 1©  the -Director  S>. '*'+•■•  ;  •;./  •’•'  *-V  .  :\  •  ':P  .•.-/)•  ••' 


•All  eJP  ‘the  absve  inferiaftt ion  is  available  t®  the  Embassy  and  far 
this  reason  nsdtsseminatienhas  been  made.  As  stated  ab*ve,  it  is  being 
furnished  t«  the  Bureau  f«r  its  mra  baekgr®und  and  t©  be  csnsidersd  in 
the  light  ®f  future  c®mmunicati®ns  fr@m  this  effice. 


Director,  FBI  fo09“43fr> 


egal  Attache,  Havana,  Cuba  (109-32) 


Carlos  brio  socaeras,  et  al 

■  FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTER  -  CUBA  CONTAINEDl 

NEUTRALITY.  MATTER;  REGISTRATION  ACT 


/yfX — bli 

nemylec’  4-23-56  and  my  cables  4-29-56  and~5-'9-56, 


As  a  follow-up  to  the  conviction  of  the  13  Army  officers 
reported  in  reference  letter,  there  have  been  numerous  transfers, 
retirements  and  discharges  within  the  Army.  This. has  served  to  create 
a  situation  of  general  unrest  in  the  Amy  and  there  are  continuing 
rumors  of  possible  revolutionary  action  on  the  part  of  dissident 
elements  in  the  Army. 

At  about  12:30  p*.m.  4-29-56  a  group  of  civilians  endeavored 
to  attack  the  Cuban  Army  Regimental  headquarters  at  Matanzas,  a  town  f 
located  about  60  miles  to  the  East  of  Havana.  According  to  official 


mm 


announcements  given  to  the  press  by  the  Government,  six  dump  trucks 


fes 


4 


of'  the.  type  used  to  haul,  sand  and  gravel  drove  up  to  the  gate  of  the 
Headquarters  and  were  permitted  to  enter  the  patio  of  the  Headquarters  %|f 
by  the  soldier  on.,  duty  at  the  gate,  Thereafter,  although  the  accounts  % 
are  not  completely  clear,  shooting  broke  out  between  the  persons  riding 
in  the  trucks  and  the  soldiers  stationed  at  the  Headquarters.  First 
official  announcements  ,  by  the  Government  stated  that  "the  attack  was 
repulsed  and  dominated  with  a  total  of  three  soldiers  being  wounded 
and  "more  than  ten'"  of  the  attackers  being  killed.  Subsequent  official 
statements  have  given  the  total  number  dead  among  the  attackers  as 
fifteen.  ■ 

/  There  have  been  considerable  street  rumors  to  the  effect  ; 
that,  all  the  attackers  were,  not  killed  in  the  initial  assault  b  ut.w  ere 
captured  arid  killed  later.  . 

'  V"-.  '  .5 5-  >,  ■  '  5  -  ‘  r 

‘The’ "BATISTA1  Government  wasted  no  time  in  taking  rapid  action 
following, the  attack.  On  the  night  of  4-29-56  the  Government  announced 
that  Constitutional  guarantees-  were  suspended  for  a  period  of  45  days,. 

This  was  followed  by  an  announcement  of  press  and  r adio  censorship 
throughout  the  island.  ...  j,/ 

M  -c2/6~f// 

From  the  reports  of  the.  attack  at  Matanzas,  there  was 
considerable  .indication  that  the  Government  had  advance  notice  of  the 


pending ^attack'  and  that  the  attach 
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were  led  into  a  trap 
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This  fact 
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Havana  ( 109- 32 ) 


••was.  confirmed  on- 5-10-56^by. Hr*  EDI'KiNDCtiESl'ER,  a  close  ^personal.  .  •  .  < 
friendof  President  BATISTA  .and  a' contact  of  this  office. 

■  -  .  Concerning  the  possibility  .that  all  the  attackers  were' 

not  killed  in  the  initial. assault,  the  Latin  American  edition  of 
Time  Magazine,. which  edition  is  printed,  in  Havana  .with  plates  sent 
down  from  the  Uni  ted- State  s,  in  its  issue:  of  -May  .  Ill,  1956,  which  was. 
-printed  In^-Ha v ana' on  May  8,  1958-,  carried  an  article  -regarding  the 
attack-  at  Mat anz as.'  This  article  stated  that  7  attackers  were  killed 
-outright,  three  were  wounded,  and  finished  off  before  they  could 
surrender,  three  Were  killed,  attempting;  to  escape  from  Matanzas,-  and 
"two ! were  shot  after  they  had  been  captured  and  returned  to  the  barracks 
in  handcuffs .  On  5”9-56  Mr.  BENITO- J.  LAGUERUELA,  Manager  of  the  ' 
.Omega  Printing  Plant  in  Havana  which- prints  the  Latin  American  edition 
of  Time,  advised  SA  JOHN  J.  WACKIER  that  a  total  of  62  thousand  copies 
of  the  "May  llith .  issue  had  been  printed  in  Havana  on  5-8-56.  -.He  said 
that -the  Cuban  Government  was  apparently  unaware  that  this  edition  of 
Time  is  printed  in  Havana  and,  therefore,  no  Government  censor  had  been 
assigned- td  the  printing  plant .  -  Mr.  LAGUERUELA  advised  that'  58,000 
copies  of  this  edition  intended  for  other  Latin  countries  ..were,  shipped 
out • by  air  on : the.  evening  of  5-8-56.  -  Thereafter,  LAGUERUELA  called -  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  who  has  charge  of  the  censorship, '  and;  ad  visaed 
him  of  the  -fact  that  Time  was  carrying  the  article  and  that  ho  censor 
had  examined-  it..  ,  ■  '  •  •  •  *  "  -  A  .  .  . 

-Mr.  LAGUERUELA-  Said  that  this  was  followed  immediately"  by J  . 
•from  ENRIQUE  HERNANDEZ  PARA  JON,  Chief  of  the  Cuban  Secret  Policegand1 
a  group  of  his  agents,.:  -  Result  was  that  the  000  remaining  copies"  of* 
the  edition  whichEwere  intended  for  distribution  in  Cuba  were  seized-  an 
confiscated  by:  the  Government.  .-  '  .  '■  -  . 

•’  .  Attached  hereto:'  is  a  clipping' of  the  Time  article  in  questio^ 
A  copy  of  the  issue  of  5-14-56  was  made  available  to  this  office  by  -  ;1 
Dr.,  MARIO  LAZO  of  .the  law  firm  ; of  LAZO  and  CUBAS,  Which  firm  handles  - 
legal. work  for: Time  and  Life  in  Cuba.  - 

'  -  Or.  LAZO  advised  on  5-9-56  that  a  Cuban  photographer  had  been 

successful  in  taking  several  .photographs  showing  the  two  handcuffed..  /  • 
men  being  shot  by  the  Cuban " soldier  at  the  fort  in  Matanzas.  .  He  said 
that -he  understood  these  photographs  had  been  sold  to  Life  and  that  the; 
will  be  published  In-Life’ s  .edition-  in  Spanish  in  the  near  future*  It 
might,  be  noted. that  this  edition  is  not  printed  in  Cuba.  .'.  ;  .  .- 

■  '  As.  a  follow-up  to  the  attack  at  Matanzas,  police,  in.  Havana 
seized  several',  rather,  large  arms' deposits  which',  included  rifle  ammunitl< 
hand  grenades --'and  dynamite..  In  connection  with  each  seizure.,,  as  was 
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CUBA 

Suicide  Mission 

Three  yellow  dump  trucks  and  a  pick¬ 
up  truck  rumbled/  past  the  sentry  at  the 
main  gate  of  turreted  Domingo  Goicuria 
barracks,  headquarters  of  the  Matanzas 
military  district.  Accustomed  to  seeing 
similar  trucks  roll  by  without  stopping, 
the  sentry,  last  week,  paid  little  attention 
until  the  caravan,  stopped  in  front  of 
headquarters.  Then  he  spotted  a  man 
standing"  in' the  back  of  one  of  the  trucks 
with  a  grenade  in  his  hand,  and  instantly 
fired  his  rifle  as  a  warning  signal. 

At  the  shot,  a  band  of  men  jumped  up 
in.  the  first  truck  and  began  mounting  a 
machine  gun  in'  fumbling  haste.  The- guard 
on  "  duty  at' ;  the  headquarters  entrance 
ppenefk  fire  with  a  subrriachine  .gun  and 
‘^e  ^barracks  cbmmaridantV  Colonel  Pilar 
jrafcia.  iblazed  aw»ay  with  a  pistol  from 

tHeSpqfciSrodfi^above.  The  luckless  at-[| 
lackers^  go tliioftpnly  a  si 
their  iriachm| gun  japin' 
to  .diye  Tq^the  grom^pfwh^Mtheyowe^ 
pmried .  d6wrfind  riddled|b>|SriachineTgup  ^ 
cross  fire‘.;% Seeing...  J^eJ|aie^(^the5fir^tfg| 
truck;.  .^fcli^cre^^  fqft$i 

saf eiy ^Outside vthe"  gate  ,v*tw*o  •  truckloads 
of  .  rei  n  f  or  cements/',- ret  f  eated  on;  f  obt?  Exr, 
'fcept^ Jf  or.,£s£i rmi  sh  es  betweenXfebel  strag- 
iglersSandfpurW 

-^feW^^^u^Higlii^RtHre^^wbunded •' and'  .  fin£f; 
4ish^f^offSbeifdrevih'ey^:cdui(j^surrender/* 
•v^tnree'  -killed '^attempting  to  escape  from 


ing,  and  was  intended  solely  to  capture 
and  <blow  up  the  barracks  as  a  gesture  of 
defiance  to  the  government.  Of  the  50- 
odd  recruits  for  the  suicidal  mission,  only 
a  few  had  ever  fired  a  rifle. 


Rebel  Dead  in  Matanza§  BarracksvSox|rtVard  . 
Doomed  from* 


^wounded: 

~  %ea®ld:pyn61d]  : 
f^Garci^V  ^udt|Keaded  member/ of  the  Au-  . 
ktenticd" Party  of  ex-President  Carlos  Prio 
1  Socarras,  was  doomed  from  the  start.. 

[  Apparently  it  had  no  real  political  back- 
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i  the  case  In  connection  with  the  attack  at  Matanzas,  the 
irnment  was  quick  to  ..accuse  CARLOS  PRIO  3 GC ARRAS  of  being  the 
.cipal  figure,  involved. 

As  was  reported  to  the  Bureau  in  reference  cable  of  5-9-56, 
f  departed;  hav ana  for  Miami  on  that  date  on  FAA  flight  Apllt.  which 
;  davana  at  11:45  a.m.  ‘  Hewas  accompanied  by  his  aide,  ex  Colonel  . 
he  National  Police  RAPARLTj^ZQUiEllDO.  There  was  some  indication 
he  time  that  PRIG’ s  departure  may; have  resulted  from  a  request 
t  the  Government  in  that  PRIO  was  accompanied  to  the  airport  by . Brigadj 
ral  RAFAEL  SALAS  CAK1Z ARES,  Chief  of  the  Cuban  National  Police, 
five  radio  patrol  cays  of  the  police.  ' 

The.  fact  that  PRIO’s  departure  was  not  entirely  voluntary 
subsequently  confirmed  in  ah  official  announcement  made  by  the  R 
irnment.  It'  was  stated  that  PRIO  had  been  informed  .by  the  Chief 
Police  that  he  had.  the  choice  of  the-  following:  a.  Mending  his 
.  and  turning  in  the  arms  still  being  hidden  by  him  and  his 
.owers;  h.,  Being  faced  with  the  prospect  of  going  to  jail  since 
Government  had  more  than  sufficient  proof  to  convict  him  of 
piratprial  activities;  or  c.  Leaving  the  country.  H  was  stated 
.  PRIO  chose  the. latter  alternative.  PHI 0  on  the  other  hand.,  alleged 
he  press  that  •  he  had  -  told  General  SALAS  that  the  Government  would  -  •• 
to  kill  him,  jail  him.  or  throw  him  out  of  the  country  and  t  hat  the  ' 
rnment  did  the  latter. 

.The  only  casualties  in  connection  with  the  departure  of  PRIO 
he  country  occurred  x-/hen  an  automobile-  driven  by  police  Major 
;R  RAY  CASTRO,;  wx  J.  ch  was  a  part  of  the  group  escorting  PRIO  "to  the  . 
ort,  crashed  into  an  automobile  entering  the  airport  road  wi th  the 
’that  a  passenger  in  the  latter  automobile  was  killed  and. the 
er  seriously  injured.  RAY  CASTRO  suffered  injuries  of  a  very 
if- nature*;  •  ;  . 

Ihe  above  summary  is  furnished  for  the  Bureau’s  information, 
ds semination  has  been  made  locally  since  all  .the  information  is 
n  to  be  available  to  interested  agencies  in  the  Jhnbassy.  Four 
■a-  copies  of  this  letter  are  attached  in  the  event  the  Bureau  desires  A 
’or ward  them  to  the  New  York  ana  Miami  Offices.  ....  ’  '-1 
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Promt 


Mr »  Dennis  <4#  $*2  Inn 
Director 

Office  of  Security 
Department  of  State 
515  22nd  Street ,  #r. 
Washington,  Dm  &* 


iortgs  and  1) 


John  Sugar  K&over,  Director 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 


Sub  fee  i  t  POSSIBLE  REVOLUTIONARY  ACTIY2TISB 
JM  CUBA 

FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTERS  -  imt 


57ila  i»#iJ  confirm  information  telephonicaliy 
furnished  Mr *  R.  B,  Qeodell  of  your  Department  by 
Mr*  L*  Mm  Martin  of  this  Bureau  on  May  tS9  1956* 

Other  agencies  receiving  copies  of  this  csmtmt&atim ^ 
were  similarly  notified  tel ephonieaSly  on,  May  iff#  1956* 

The  Legal  Attache,  United  States  Mammy? 
Havana,  Cuba,  advised  on  Mty  18 ,  1956,  of  receipt-  ly 
his  office  and  other  Embassy  offices  of  unsubstantiated 
reports  that  a  revolution  in  Cuba  might  be  attempted  m 
May  19  or  20,  1956*  IK#  Cuban  Government  appear m 
cognisant  of  these  reports  and  the  situation  in  Cute* 
m  of  Mzy  18 1956,  remained  quiet* 

The  above  is  submitted  for  your  information* 
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Winterrowd  — - 
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DECODE  OF  CODED  CABLE  NUMBER  350  DATED  MAY  18,  1956  AT 
HAVANA,  CUBA.  RECEIVED  VIA  THE  STATE  DEPARTMENT. 


T  '  t  *  \  ^: 


CARCASE.  THIS  OFFICE  AND  OTHER  EMBASSY  OFFICES  HAVE  RECEIVED 
« UNSUBSTANTIATED  REPORTS  THAT  THERE  MAY  BE  SOME  SORT  OF 
REVOLUTIONARY  ATTEMPT  HERE  TOMORROW  OR  SUNDAY,  MAY  20,  WHICH  IS 
‘CUBAN  NATIONAL  HOLIDAY.  GOVERNMENT  APPEARS  TO  BE  AWARE  OF  THESE 
REPORTS  AND  SITUATION  ABSOLUTELY  QUIET  AS  OF  NOW. 


CLARK  D.  ANDERSON 

t 

RECEIVEO:  5-18-56  7:05  PM  DR  1  ? 


If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated 
outside  the  Bureau,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably  paraphrased  in 
order  to  protect  the  Bureau's  cryptographic  systems. 
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®  UNITED  S*.»* 


GOVERNMENT 


TO 

FROM 
SUBJECT: 


Director,  FBI 


:  A^Ljdegal  Attache,  Havana,  Cuba  (109-54) 
'  FOREIGN  ^POLITICAL  MATTERS  -  CUBA 


DATE:  June  195& 


•v  c:; *::« 


Re Buie t  5-7-56  to  Legat,  Paris,  captioned  "ESPIONAGE  AND 
FOREIGN  INTELLIGENCE  MATTERS,"  (Bufile  66-6200-65).  In  accordance 
with  the  instructions  contained  therein,  the  following  summary  is 
submitted; 


The  present  Government  of  Cuba  is  headed  by  President 
FULGENCIO/BATISTA  y/ZALDIVAR.  BATISTA  and  a  g roup  of  his  followers 
took  over  the  Cuban  Government  by  military  coup  d!etat  on  March  10, 
1952.  BATISTA  was  elected  President  in  elections  which  were  held 
on  November  1,  1954*  and  In  which  he  had  no  opponent.  He  took 
office  on  February  24,  1955,  for  a  four-year  term# 


BATISTA,  since  taking  over  the  Government  in  March,  1952, 
has  demonstrated  a  rather  consistent  pro-Unlted  States  and  anti¬ 
communist  attitude#  Diplomatic  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union 
were  suspended  in  March,  1952,  and  have  not  been  renewed  since  that 
time#  At  a  later  date,  the  Partido  Socialista  Popular  (PSP, 
Communist  Party  of  Cuba),  which  had  existed  as  a  legal  political 
party,  was  declared  illegal  and  has  been  forced  to  exist  in  a 
clandestine  manner  since  that  time#  Through  a  passport  control 
law,  efforts  have  been  made  to  prevent  the  travel  out  of  Cuba  of 
known  Communis  ts  * 


There  have  been  some  few  isolated  cases  of  known  former 
Communists  having  been  named  to  fairly  important  posts  in  the 
Government.  One  of  these  was  the  case  of  an  individual  named 
ARSEN  I  (^/GONZALEZ,  who  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Sub- 
Secretary  of  Labor.  .To  date,  there  has  been  no  evidence,  of  any 
large  scale  infiltration  of  the  Government  by  individuals  or 
organizations  whose  objectives  are  either  directly  opposed  to  the  , 
United  States  or  are  aimed  at  assistance  to  potential  enemies  of 
the  United  States.  ,A} 


The  Bureau  has  been  systematically  informed  of  the 
activities  of  the  PSP  in  Cuba,  it  being  very  definitely  opposed  to 
the  BATISTA  Government,  and  also  of  the  activities  of  different 
opposition  groups  who  are  openly  interested  in  overthrowing  BATISTA 
and  getting  him  out  of  office,  either  by  peaceful  means  or  by 
revolution#  The  principal  advocate  of  a  peaceful  change  has  been 
Dr.  RAMON  /  GRAU  SAN  MARTIN,  President  of  Cuba,  1944-1948#  The  two 
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principal  re velutionary  groups  have  been  headed- in  the  past  by 
CARLOS  PRI O^SO CARRAS ,  President  of  Cuba  who  was  deposed  by 
BATISTA  in  4952,  and  FI  DEiJt>C  ASTRO,  who  led  an  unsuccessful  attack 
on  a  Cuban  Army  fortress  on  July  26,  1953*  Past  performance 
of  GRAU  and  PRIO  when  they  were  holding  the  position  of  President 
indicated  that  they  were  probably  just  as  pro-United  States  as  is 
BATISTA.  FIDEL  CASTRO  is  an  unknown  factor,  but.  there  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  he  would  be  other  than  pro-United  States  if  he  were 
successful  in  taking  over  the  Government,  especially  in  view  of 
the  economic  dependence  of  Cuba  on  the  United  States.. 

An  additional  letter  will  be  submitted  to  the  Bureau 
on  December  1,  1956.  . 


—  ,J 


f  ■■ 


RECORD  ED-92 


&■ 


Tm 


Mr?-  Muni®  &»  Minn 
Sirectcr  ' 


(orig  &  2 ) 


■ef  Stats. 
$f$  22nd  Struts  W.  W* 
8*  B. 


Bmver#  Qirmicr 
Federal  Bureau  cf 


Subject*  mmu  MMM  mCBEMMS  •. 

mmmiiw  *  mm 


..  _ . . . „  /©r  02s® 

_ --©a  jtm  a  copy  Of  « 

'  'Jim®  ££££*-  '  •• 

it  im  requested  tJmi  m  further  dtmeminattm 
be  made  of  the  encimed  memorandum  by  the  recipients 
if  this  mmmun teat i mu  it  $9' further  requested  that 
the  recipients  of  this  eemmu&icaticn  use  extreme 
care  in  handling  the  enclosed  inf&rmilm  dm  to  the 
mml'tive  pas  H  i  an  of  ‘the:  source?  \ 
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Letter  to  Mr .  Dennis  A •  FI  inn 
Director 

Office  of  Security 
Department  of  State 


cc  -  i  -  Director  of  Naval  intelligence 
Department  of  the  Navy 
Pentagon 

Washington  2 $,  D»C» 


cc  -  I  -  Director  of  Special  investigations  BY  COURIER  SERVICE 
The  inspector  General  (Enciismre) 

Department  of  the  Air  Force  u  I 

Building  Tempo  E  * 

4th  and  Adams  Drive ,  S»  W. 

Washington,  D*G» 
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TANDARD  form  no.  64 


Office  MemoMndum  • 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 


Director,  FBI 


FROM^/lHLl«egat,  Havana  (109-12)  Q 

SUBJECT:  .CUBAN  POLITICS  Yo\\/h 

FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTER  -  CUBA  ' 


DATE:  June  25,  1956 


n/oiA- 


Attached  are  five  copies  of  a  memorandum  captioned, 
"RUBIN  ALDAMA  ARGUELLES,"  which  memorandum  is  being  furnished  the 
Bureau  to  illustrate  the  activities  of  Cuban  Police  during  the 
time  constitutional  guarantees  were  suspended  for  a  45-day  period 
following  an  opposition  attack  on  the  Cuban  Amy  fortress  at 
Matanzas,  Cuba,  on  April  29,  1956. 

_  •  Source  T-l  in  the  attached  memorandum  is  f  I 


information  was  furnished  in  deepest  confidence  by  |  [ 

|  who  pointed  out  his  job  would  be  jeopardized  if  it 
ever  became  known  that  he  furnished  the  information. 

Copies  of  the  attached  memorandum  were  made  available 
locally  to  the  Counsellor  of  Embassy,  pd  the  three  service 
attaches.  In  the  coyer  memorandum  accompanying  the  attachment, 
all  these  offices  were  requested  to  use  extreme  care  in  the 
handling  of  the  information  due  to  the  sensitive  position  of 
the  source. 


Enclosures  -  5 
CDArMEG 
(3) 


a  '  *  i 


-CORDED  -  58 


0-50 


/■2b 


ift 


SS.  JUN  27  1956' 


fk 


fi  i%t 


# 


# 


1 


June  25,  1956, 

BE:  RUBEN  AUJAI^  ABGUEEIJS  I //f"  ,  lt  •-  'A 


The  June  23,  1956,  issue  of  the  Havana  daily  newspaper,  “EL 
Mundo,”  carried  an  article  reporting  that  a  new  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ", 
in  favor  of  the  above  individual  had  been  presented  by  his  mother, 

LAURA  ARGUELLES  DE  ALDAMA,  on  June  22,  1956,  to  the  Havana  Urgency  Court* 
Among  other  things,  it  was  reported  thjrf  the  mother  claimed  that  the 
subject  and  his  brother,  GUlHQlAljiAMAMfeUEIjSS,  had  been  arrested  on 
May  15,  1956,  by  various  police  agents*  including  Colonel  CCNRADO  CARRATALA 
UGALDE  and  Lieutenant  ESTEBAN  VENTURA  NJPVO*  It  was  stated  that  GUIDO 
ALDAMA  ArgUELLES  had  been  released  on  May  17,  1956,  but  that  nothing 
further  had  been  seen  of  RUBEN.  '•  * 

On  June  25,  1956,  source  T-l,  a  confidential  source  abroad, 
advised  that  following  his  arrest,  RUBEN  ALDAMA  ARGUELLES  had  been  . 
administered  a  severe  beating  by  lieutenant  VENTURA  and  other  police 
agents*  Thereafter  he  was  taken  to  the  Department  of  Investigation, 
FLain-rClothes  Unit  of  the  Cuban  National  Police  and  placed  in  one  of 
the  cells  there* 

Source  said  that  the  follcning  morning  it  was  discovered  that 
RUBEN,  ALDAMA  ARGUELLES  had  died  in  the  cell  during  the  night,  apparently 
as  the  result  of  the  beating  administered  to  him*  He  said  that  thereafter 
the  body  of  ALDAMA  was  removed  from  the  Department  of  Investigation  by  a 
lieutenant  PLASENCIA  of  the  Department  and  taken  to  a  finca  (farm)  on  the 
outskirts  of  Havana,  and  bulled*  Source  did  not  know  the  exact  location 
of  this  finca,  1  •'  .  •  "  •  "  ;■  . 

.  It  is  to  be  . noted  that  this  incident  occurred  during  the 
time  constitutional  guarantees  were  suspended  in  Cuba  following  the 
attack  on  the  Cuban  Army  fortress  at  Matanzas,  Cuba,  April  29,  1956* 
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